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(2) The popular initiative, which has followed the
referendum by a natural evolution, may, it is true,
excite some apprehensions. But first of all it must
be noticed, that for legislative purposes it only
exists as yet in a few cantons. Further, as M. Droz
very cogently observed, " The citizens can no doubt
demand what they like, but if they exceed the limits
of cantonal sovereignty, there is above them the
federal sovereignty, which has power to make them,
keep within bounds. For instance, some years ago
a proposal was brought before the people of Zurich
by means of the popular initiative, the object of
which was to establish a monopoly in the issue of
bank notes. The proposal was adopted, but the
Federal Council quashed the law, as contrary to
Article 39 of the Federal Constitution. The Federal
Tribunal has more than once declared the laws or
resolutions of the cantons to be invalid, and contrary
to the constitution of the cantons as guaranteed by
the Constitution."x

(3) Federal and cantonal laws have frequently been
rejected by means of the referendum, yet these deci-
sions of the electorate have never been taken as an
order of dismissal to the legislative assembly. Could
this be so in a country where the parliamentary system
has a different meaning to what it has in Switzerland ?
nor are Ministerial crises known in Switzerland;
the government does not invite the formation of
another Cabinet by resigning. If it is impossible to
come to an amicable solution of the difference by
mutual concessions, they are content to postpone
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